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when the statute was passed. On this latter plea, the cotton
industry secured exemption. Petitions for the enforcement of
the law were discouraged by Parliament, and a House of Com-
mons Committee in 1751 declared against the rule of a seven
years' apprenticeship. Actually the Statute of Apprentices was
not repealed till 1814, but long before that it had ceased to be
effective. In the same way, the laws regulating the manufacture
of cloth fell into desuetude. The office of aulnager was allowed
to lapse in 1729. Various cloth districts received statutory
exemption from the regulative laws, and by the beginning of
the nineteenth century they were no longer observed. A com-
prehensive measure abolished them all in 1821. The guilds
nominally retained their official monopoly till 1835. In that
year the Municipal Corporations Act laid down that 'every
person in any borough may keep any shop for the sale of all
lawful wares and merchandises by wholesale or retail, and use
every lawful trade, occupation, mistery and handicraft for hire,
gain, sale or otherwise within any borough'. But long before
that, the guilds had ceased to exercise their legal powers and
had in effect become, what they now are, friendly societies for
the rich.

In Germany the guild system displayed greater tenacity than
elsewhere. In the Western provinces and in Hanover, the
French occupation during the Napoleonic period led to the
automatic extinction of the guilds, but the downfall of Napoleon
was followed by a reaction. The Prussian Government main-
tained industrial freedom in Westphalia, but elsewhere a return
was made to the older system. During the nineteenth century
the progress of economic liberalism was slow. The principle of
industrial liberty was acknowledged by the Prussian Govern-
ment in 1811, but in many Prussian districts, and in most other
parts of Germany, freedom was only conceded to a few favoured
industries. A Prussian commission appointed to investigate the
question considered it for ten years and finally reported in 1845
in a conservative sense. A law of that year limited the right of
taking apprentices in forty named trades to guild members.
Four years later, during the reaction that followed the abortive

v                                         u